
RESOLUTION 7/IX 
Driftnet fishing in the Convention Area 
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1. The Commission endorsed the goals of the UN General Assembly Resolution 44/225 on 
large-scale pelagic driftnet fishing, which calls, inter alia, for a cessation of any further 
expansion of large-scale pelagic driftnet fishing on the high seas.  Recognising the 
concentration of marine living resources present in Antarctic waters, it was noted that 
large-scale pelagic driftnet fishing can be a highly indiscriminate and wasteful fishing 
method that is widely considered to threaten the effective conservation of living marine 
resources.  Although no Member is currently engaged in large-scale pelagic driftnet 
fishing in the Convention Area, the Commission expressed concern about the potential 
impact on marine living resources if large-scale pelagic driftnet fishing were to expand 
into the Convention Area. 

2. To this end, the Commission agreed, in accordance with UN Resolution 44/225, that 
there will be no expansion of large-scale pelagic driftnet fishing into the Convention 
Area. 

3. It was agreed that, in accordance with Article X, the Commission would draw this 
Resolution to the attention of any State that is not a Party to the Convention and whose 
nationals or vessels engage in large-scale pelagic driftnet fishing. 

 


