ASSESSMENT AND AVOIDANCE OF INCIDENTAL MORTALITY
OF ANTARCTIC MARINE LIVING RESOURCES

37.  The Commission, in consdering this item, had reports from Audrdia, Jgpan and the United
Kingdom describing steps that had been taken in response to paragraphs 2023 of the Report of the
Fourth Meeting of the Commisson. The Commission also had a paper describing research being
conducted by the United States to assess and determine how best to address problems being caused
by perssent debris in the marine environment, and a paper from the United States proposing
additiona steps to be taken by the Commission to try to ensure that accidental and incidenta
mortality of marine living resources do not become a problem in the Convention Area.

38.  During congderaion of this item, a number of Members in addition to those noted in the
previous paragraph reported on steps that have been taken in response to paragraphs 20-23 of the
Fourth Mesting report.

39.  Although information provided by Members indicates that incidental and accidental mortdity
of living marine resources do not appear to be an immediate problem in the Convention Aresa, the
Commisson recognised that both incidentd caich during fishing operations and accidenta
entanglement in or ingestion of marine debris by fish, birds, marine mammas and other living
resources could interfere with efforts to achieve the objectives of the Convention.

Marine Débris

40. To ensure, in o far as possble, that a-sea discarding or loss of nets, net fragments,
strapping bands, and other potentialy hazardous debris does not contravene efforts to achieve the
objectives sat forth in Article 11 of the Convention, it was agreed that:

(@ Memberswould consider and take such steps as may be appropriate and possible to
ratify and implement Optiona Annex V of the 1978 Protocol to the Internaiond
Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, and the Convention on the
Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter, if they have
not aready done so with respect to either or both; and

(b) the Executive Secretary would prepare and, in advance of the 1987 mesting of the
Commission, circulate for consderation a that meeting:



41.
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(i)

a draft of an information bulletin or brochure that could be used to advise
fishermen, researchers, and others working in the Convention Area of the
sources, fates and effects of potentidly hazardous marine debris; and

adraft of a placard, that could be displayed in appropriate places aboard ships
operating in the Convention Area, describing ‘do’s and don’'ts with respect to
handling, storing and discarding different types of refuse;

if they have not already done so, Members aso would consider and take such steps as
may be necessary and possible to ensure that:

0

(i)

(il

)

the Internationd Radio Cdl Sign (IRCS) or other appropriate identification Sgn
is prominently displayed on a wegther deck and on both the port and starboard
dde of dl ther flag vessds engaged in fishing or related activities in the
Convention Area s0 that the identification signs can be eadily read from the ar
and from other vessdls,

dl thair flag vessds engaged in fishing and associated activitiesin the Convention
Areamaintain a record of and report the dates, places, types, and quantities of
any fishing gear logt inthe Areg;

when feasble, samples of any lost or discarded nets, net fragments, strapping
bands, or other potentidly hazardous marine debris found incidentaly by their
nationals in the Convention Area be collected and provided to the Secretariat
for archiving dong with information on when, where, how and how much debris
was found, the condition of the debris when found, the species, humber and
condition of any fish, birds, marine mammads, or other organisms entangled in
the debris when found, and what was done with any parts of the debris not sent
to the Secretariat for archiving; and

when feasble, potentidly hazardous debris found by ther nationas in the
Convention Area be recovered and returned to port or otherwise disposed of in
a manner tha will ensure it poses no further risk to ships or living marine
resources.

It dso was agreed that Members would continue to study and, as may be necessary and
appropriate, initiate or continue steps to:



(@ request that ther nationds working a Antarctic coastd stations or on research or
supply vessels operating in the Convention Area report any observations of lost or
discarded fishing gear, binding materias or other man-made debris, with information
on the species and numbers of animas found entangled therein, and any incidents of
man-made debris fouling propdlers, rudders, or water in-take valves of vessds
operating in the Convention Areg;

(b) periodicdly survey beaches, and sed and penguin colonies in the vicinity of ther
coastal stations and other areas as may be feasible, to determine the types, quantities,
and, as possible, sources of any fishing gear or other debris accumulating there; and

(c) determine practical and effective means for marking fishing nets or parts thereof and
the possible costs and benefits of requiring that nets or net materials be marked and
that vessals engaged in fishing and related activities in the Convention area maintain an
inventory of the types and quantities of netting brought into the Convention Area.

Incidental Catch

42.  Toassess and monitor incidenta mortdity of birds and marine mammas in fishing operations,
it was agreed that Members would take such steps as necessary to ensure that operators of vessals
engaged in fishing and related operations in the Convention Area maintain a record and report the
number, species, and where gppropriate the age or size, sex and reproductive satus, of any birds
and marine mammas taken incidentdly during fishing operations. It was further agreed that
Members would archive these data and that summaries of the data, by statisticd areas, would be
reported to the Executive Secretary each year for distribution to the Members.

43.  In this regard, uncertainties were recognised concerning the possbility that sea birds and
maine mammas may be more vulnerable to incidenta capture in gill nets than in other types of
fishing gear. It dso was noted that gill nets are not being used in the Convention Area a the present
time. It was agreed that in any gillnet operations that may be initiated, advantage should be taken of
the opportunity to collect information which would be required by the Scientific Committee to assess
possible impacts on non-target species such as marine mammals and segbirds, as well as target
Species.



Future Work

44. It was agreed thet this item should be included on the agenda of the next annud meeting of
the Commission and that, prior to that meeting, Members would advise the Executive Secretary of
steps that have been or are being taken to implement the measures agreed in paragraphs 40-43.



